NAME: _____________________ CLASS: _______________ DATE: ____________
NARRATIVE WRITING ASSIGNMENT
“What’s your story?”
Writing Assignment:
Produce a Narrative Account

Essential Questions:
Has an event from your life made a lasting impression on you?
How can you creatively allow someone to experience your experience?

Task:
Create a personal narrative essay focusing on an event that you will always remember.

Grade Level Expectations:
W–8–5 Students demonstrate use of narrative strategies by…
W–8–5.1 Creating images, using details and sensory language to advance the
plot/story line
W–8–5.2 Using dialogue to advance plot/story line
W–8–5.4 Using voice appropriate to purpose
W–8–5.5 Maintaining focus

·
·
·
·

**Your final draft is due on Monday, October 31, 2011**
This packet must come to class with you every day.
DUE DATES:
●

Packet Signature-

Tuesday (10/18) HW Grade

●

Graphic Organizer (web, etc…)-

Thursday (10/20) HW Grade

●

First Draft-Brainstorm/Story Elements

Monday (10/24) Quiz Grade

●

Second Draft-Editing/Revision

Friday (10/28) Quiz Grade

●

Final Draft – Monday, October 31, 2010

Assessment Grade

I have read this packet and understand what is to be produced. Final Draft is due on
Monday, October 31, 2011. Parents, please review packet to assist with due dates and
topic ideas.
Student Signature: _____________________________________
Parent Signature: ______________________________________

INFORMATION TO REMEMBER:
●
●

Rough draft should be on loose-leaf paper. Skip lines for editing purposes.
Edit paper in red pen. Check for spelling errors, capitalization, make
additions/deletions, and check for sentence and vocabulary variety.
● Paper should be typed according to guidelines given in class.
● Be sure to read the attached rubric for evaluation criteria.
● Final papers will be handed in on the due date. Please staple your rubric to the
last page. All other materials (web, outline, packet, etc…) will go in your writing
folder.
SCHEDULE OF ACTIVITIES:
Day 1
1. Review assignment details and packet (due dates, expectations, etc…)
2. Brainstorm memorable events by creating a list and then free writing on those
topics
Day 2
1. Review vocabulary from narrative writing and story elements
2. Record information in notes from class discussion
Day 3
1. Introduction to graphic organizers with samples
2. Select an appropriate organizer for essay
Day 4
1. Teacher/Student conferencing on organizers and topics
Day 5
1. Sharing of narrative examples from various resources
2. Begin drafting narrative using outlines and organizers
Day 6 -- Day 7
1. In class writing workshop
2. Teacher/Student conferencing

Day 8 --- Day 9
1. Writing Workshop- Continue with the writing process

The Narrative Essay
*What is a Narrative Essay?
 Narrative writing tells a story. In essays, the narrative writing could also be



considered reflection or an exploration of the author's values told as a story.
The author may remember his or her past, or a memorable person or event
from that past, or even observe the present.
The author may write about:
-An experience or event from his or her past.
-A recent or ongoing experience or event.
-Something that happened to someone else, such as a parent or a
grandparent.

*Basic qualities of a narrative essay:




A narrative essay is a piece of writing that recreates an experience through time.
Unlike other essays, you may write in the first person (I, me, we) because it is a story
about YOU!
In addition to telling a story, a narrative essay also communicates a main idea or a
lesson learned.

*First steps for writing a narrative essay:





Identify the experience that you want to write about.
Think about why the experience is significant.
Spend a good deal of time drafting your recollections about the details of the
experience.
Create an outline of the basic parts of your narrative.

*Writing about the experience:








Using your outline, describe each part of your narrative.
Rather than telling your readers what happened, use vivid details and descriptions
to actually recreate the experience for your readers.
Use descriptive language. This is made possible by using figurative language
(similes, metaphors, personification), sensory words (words using your 5 senses),
and vivid words (“the author ‘stood timidly,’ or “my grandmother looked at me
with great concern as if I were the only person in the world that mattered.)
Don’t tell. Show. It’s not interesting to read about the garage sale. But it is
fascinating to see, feel and experience one. Don’t be greedy on details.
Think like your readers. Try to remember that the information you present is the
only information your readers have about the experiences.
Always keep in mind that all of the small and seemingly unimportant details
known to you are not necessarily known to your readers.

*Communicating the significance of the experience:










A narrative essay begins with an effective attention grabber. Ex: Learning
something new can sometimes be a scary experience.
Your thesis statement should make clear to the reader the event that the essay
will describe. Example: The day that my father convinced me to conquer my fear
of heights by standing on the top of the Empire State Building was a day that I
will never forget and that I will be forever grateful to him for.
The essay is essentially a story about something that happened. Just like any story
that you read, your narrative essay must have a beginning, middle, and an end.
The writer (you) should give detailed descriptions of the event by giving your
reader a clear idea of the people, place, and events so the reader will get clear idea
of how the writer (you) feels about them. Example: The teacher smiled and
waited patiently, for which I was grateful. This type of language makes it clear to
the reader the writer’s fears and sense of security provided by the teacher who
helped her get over her fear.
The final paragraph, the conclusion, should reflect the writer’s new
understanding, or the importance of the event or experience described. For
example, the author may conclude that learning to swim has helped him or her to
feel more confident about his or herself in other new situations. Basically, explain
how this event or experience has changed you.
The essay should be well-organized as any other essay (see format).
The writing should be lively and interesting by engaging the reader’s interest by
adding significant details and personal observations. Sharing personal thoughts
and feelings will invite the reader into the writer’s world and make them care
about the writer’s experiences.

*Revising your narrative essay:







After spending time away from the draft of your narrative essay, read through the
essay and think about whether the writing effectively recreates the experience for
your readers.
Ask other people to read through the essay and offer their impressions.
Identify where more details and descriptions are needed.
Identify and consider removing any information that seems to distract from the
focus and main narrative of the essay.
Think about whether you've presented information in the most effective order.

*Prompts for your narrative essay:
1.
2.

3.

4.
5.

6.

A childhood event. Think of an experience when you learned something for the first
time, or when you realized how important someone was for you.
Achieving a goal. Think about a particularly meaningful achievement in your life.
This could be something as seemingly minor as achieving a good grade on a difficult
assignment, or this could be something with more long-lasting effects, like getting the
job you desired or getting into the best school to which you applied.
A failure. Think about a time when you did not perform as well as you had wanted.
Focusing on an experience like this can result in rewarding reflections about the
positive emerging from the negative.
A good or bad deed. Think about a time when you did or did not stand up for yourself
or someone else in the face of adversity or challenge.
A change in your life. Think about a time when something significant changed in
your life. This could be anything from a move across town to a major change in a
relationship to the birth or death of a loved one.
A realization. Think about a time when you experienced a realization. This could be
anything from understanding a complicated math equation to gaining a deeper
understanding of a philosophical issue or life situation.

Basic Format of a Narrative Essay
Paragraph #1-The Introduction
1. Begin with an attention grabber that captures your reader’s interest.
Ex: Sometimes it takes something terrible to realize what is important in life.
2. Follow with 2-3 sentences that lead up to your thesis statement.
3. State your thesis statement-this should clearly state the experience or event that you will
describe and its significance. Do not begin telling the details of your story yet.
Example: Although my sister and I have sometimes not seen eye-to-eye at times, it took her
being horribly sick to make me realize how much she truly means to me.

Paragraph #2-4 Body Paragraphs-Your story.
1. Begin each paragraph with a topic sentence. Begin this sentence with a TRANSITION
that show the order that the events occurred (First, Later, In the end, Second, Third,
etc.) and the details of your story.
Examples:
The day first began like any other day.
Later that day, my sister began to feel worse and my family and I began to worry.
After a day of much distress, my sister finally began to feel better.
2. This is where you tell your story. Just like any story you read, you need to make sure
to have a clear beginning, middle, and an end. Make sure to describe people and
places involved with vivid details.

General guidelines:
-

-

A rule familiar to a lot of essay writers is to give one idea per paragraph.
- A story has to follow some logical pattern. Chronological is the easiest one.
- With every new paragraph underline the significance of experience and the
universal truth the story brings to the audience.
Use descriptive language. This is made possible by using figurative language
(similes, metaphors, personification), sensory words (use your 5 senses to
place your reader where you are) and vivid words (smiled brightly, explained
softly).

Paragraph #5: The Conclusion
The Conclusion is just as important as the Introduction; It is the last impression your reader
will get of your story.
1. Begin by re-stressing the importance of your thesis. Be careful not to use the same
wording.
Example: Although the day my sister fell ill was a horrible day for my family, it made us
all realize how important we are to each other.
2. Summarize the basic events of your story.
3. Reflect on the larger meaning or importance of the experience described. Basically,
what was the point of your story? Explain the new understanding and why/how this
experience or event has a permanent effect on you.
Example: This day may have been horrible, but sometimes it is through the horrible events in
life that people begin to value the best in life.

Source: www.mtsd.k12.nj.us/.../lib/.../The_Narrative_Essay.doc

