Name: ________________________________Class: ____________ Date: ________

Organizing Your Argument Persuasive Notes
View the Persuasive Power Point on the class website and fill in the missing words.
What is an argument?

· An argument involves the process of ________________________ and then _________ it with the use of logical reasoning, ______________, and research.

Why is organization important in building an argument?

· Guides an audience through your _____________________
· Offers a _____________________of each argued point

· Demonstrates the credibility of the writer

Organizing your argument

· Introduction

· Thesis statement

· Body Paragraphs

· Constructing ______________ Sentences

· Building Main Points

· ______________ the Opposition

· Conclusion

What is an introduction?

· Acquaints the reader with the ______________of the paper

· Generates the audience’s ______________ in the topic

· Offers a plan for the ensuing argument

Methods for Constructing an Introduction

· personal anecdote

· example-real or hypothetical

· question

· quotation

· shocking statistics

· striking image

What is a thesis statement?

· The ________________________________in your paper

· Lets the reader know the __________________________of the paper

· Answers the question: “What am I trying to ______________?”

· Not a factual statement, but a ______________ that has to be ______________throughout the paper

Role of the thesis statement

· The thesis statement should guide your reader ______________________.

· The thesis statement is generally located in the ____________________ of the paper.

Which thesis statement is the most effective for an argument about the need for V-chips in television sets?

· (1.) Parents, often too busy to watch television shows with their families, can monitor their children’s viewing habits with the aid of the V-chip.

· (2.) To help parents monitor their children’s viewing habits, the V-chip should be a required feature for television sets sold in the U.S.

· (3.) This paper will describe a V-chip and examine the uses of the V-chip in American-made television sets.

Body Paragraphs and
 Topic Sentences

· Body paragraphs ___________________________made in the introductory paragraph(s)

· Organized with the use of topic sentences that illustrate the main idea of each paragraph.

Body Paragraphs

· Paragraphs may be ordered in several ways, depending upon the ______________of your argument:

· General to ______________ information

· ______________point to least important point

· Weakest claim to ______________
Offering a Counterargument

· Addressing the claims of the _________________ is an important component in building a convincing ______________.

· It demonstrates your ______________ as a writer--you have researched multiple sides of the argument and have come to an ____________________.

Offering a Counterargument

· Counterarguments may be located at various locations within your body paragraphs.

· You may choose to

· build each of your main points as a _________________claims.

· offer a counterargument __________________articulated your main claims.

Counter arguing effectively

· ______________when you offer your counterargument.

· ______________ to some of your opposition’s concerns can demonstrate ______________ for their opinions.

Conclusion -- The Big Finale

· Your conclusion should ___________________ the main points made in your paper.

· You may choose to reiterate a call to action or speculate on the future of your topic, when appropriate.

· Avoid raising ______________in your conclusion.

